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Beach to the south; Volvo Parkway in 
Chesapeake and Lynnhaven Parkway 
and Laskin Road in Virginia Beach to 
the north; and Bird Neck Road in 
Virginia Beach to the east. 

The EIS will examine a range of 
alternatives consisting of a no-build 
alternative as well as transportation 
system management strategies, mass 
transit, improvements to existing 
facilities, and new alignment facilities. 
Initial studies for this project began in 
1987, with a Draft EIS issued in 
September 1989 followed by a 
Supplemental Draft EIS in September 
1994. Subsequently, VDOT 
recommended, and Virginia’s 
Commonwealth Transportation Board 
endorsed, a preferred alternative. 
However, work was suspended prior to 
the completion of a Final EIS. Because 
of the lapse of time since the circulation 
of the previous drafts, the study is being 
reinitiated with a new Draft EIS. 
Previous studies will be used to the 
extent practical and will be updated to 
reflect changes in the project area. The 
final selection of an alternative will not 
be made until the alternatives’ impacts 
and comments on the draft EIS and from 
the public hearing have been fully 
evaluated. 

The scoping process is currently 
underway. Scoping letters describing 
the proposed study and soliciting input 
are being sent to the appropriate 
Federal, State and local agencies who 
have expressed or are known to have an 
interest or legal role in this proposal. A 
Citizen’s Information Meeting will be 
held to enable organizations, citizens, 
and interest groups to provide input 
into the development of the EIS and 
identify issues that should be addressed. 
No formal scoping meeting is planned at 
this time. 

A Public Hearing will be held upon 
completion of the Draft EIS. Notices of 
the Public Hearing will be given through 
various forums, providing the time and 
place of the meeting along with other 
relevant information. The Draft EIS will 
be available for public and agency 
review and comment prior to the Public 
Hearing. 

To ensure that the full range of issues 
related to this proposed action are 
addressed and all significant issues 
identified, comments and suggestions 
are invited from all interested parties. 
Comments or questions concerning this 
proposed action and the EIS should be 
directed to the FHWA at the address 
provided above.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning 
and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 

Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.)

Issued on: December 17, 2003. 
Kenneth R. Myers, 
Planning & Environmental Program Manager.
[FR Doc. 03–31639 Filed 12–23–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–22–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration 

Environmental Impact Statement: 
Jefferson and Park Counties, CO

AGENCY: Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and 
Department of Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Notice to amend notice of 
intent. 

SUMMARY: FHWA is issuing this notice 
to advise the public that an 
environmental assessment will be 
prepared for transportation 
improvements on US 285 in the 
Counties of Jefferson and Park, 
Colorado, rather than an environmental 
impact statement.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Scott Sands, Operations Engineer, 
FHWA, Colorado Division, 555 Zang 
Street, Room 250, Lakewood, CO, 
80228, Telephone: (303) 969–6730 
extension 362. Kamalesh (Kim) Patel, 
Project Manager, CDOT Region 1, 18500 
East Colfax Avenue, Aurora, CO, 80011, 
Telephone: (303) 365–7373.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
FHWA, in cooperation with the 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
(CDOT), has begun the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for 
transportation improvements along US 
285 between Conifer and Bailey, 
Colorado. Scoping has been completed, 
alternatives have been developed and 
evaluated and environmental impact 
analysis has been done. 

As a result of these NEPA studies, 
FHWA and CDOT have determined that 
this project will not result in a 
significant impact to the environment, 
thus an environmental impact statement 
will not be prepared. 

Analysis of the following areas was 
conducted to reach this determination: 
Land use and zoning; social; economic; 
right-of-way; air quality; noise; water 
resources and quality; wetlands; 
floodplains; wild and scenic rivers; 
vegetation and wildlife; threatened, 
endangered and sensitive species; visual 
quality; historic preservation; hazardous 
waste; utilities; parks and recreation 
resources; farmland; relationship 
between local short-term uses of the 
environment and the maintenance and 

enhancement of long-term productivity; 
irreversible and irretrievable 
commitments of resources; and 
cumulative impacts. 

Comments or questions concerning 
this proposed action and the 
environmental assessment should be 
directed to the FHWA or the Colorado 
Department of Transportation at the 
addresses provided above.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning 
and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.)

Issued on: December 18, 2003. 
Ronald Speral, 
Program Delivery Engineer.
[FR Doc. 03–31668 Filed 12–23–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–22–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. FMCSA–2003–16564] 

Qualification of Drivers; Exemption 
Applications; Vision

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of applications for 
exemption from the vision standard; 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: This notice publishes the 
FMCSA’s receipt of applications from 
29 individuals for an exemption from 
the vision requirement in the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. If 
granted, the exemptions will enable 
these individuals to qualify as drivers of 
commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) in 
interstate commerce without meeting 
the vision standard prescribed in 49 
CFR 391.41(b)(10).
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before January 23, 2004.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
identified by DOT DMS Docket Number 
FMCSA–2003–16564 by any of the 
following methods: 

• Web site: http://dms.dot.gov. 
Follow the instructions for submitting 
comments on the DOT electronic docket 
site. 

• Fax: 1–202–493–2251. 
• Mail: Docket Management Facility; 

U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building, 
Room PL–401, Washington, DC 20590–
0001. 

• Hand Delivery: Room PL–401 on 
the plaza level of the Nassif Building, 
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400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington, 
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, except Federal 
Holidays. 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
on-line instructions for submitting 
comments. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and docket 
number for this notice. For detailed 
instructions on submitting comments 
and additional information on the 
rulemaking process, see the Public 
Participation heading of the 
Supplementary Information section of 
this document. Note that all comments 
received will be posted without change 
to http://dms.dot.gov, including any 
personal information provided. Please 
see the Privacy Act heading under 
Regulatory Notices. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or to Room PL–
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif 
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal Holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Sandra Zywokarte, Office of Bus and 
Truck Standards and Operations, (202) 
366–2987, FMCSA, Department of 
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Office hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m., e.t., Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Public Participation: The DMS is 

available 24 hours each day, 365 days 
each year. You can get electronic 
submission and retrieval help 
guidelines under the ‘‘help’’ section of 
the DMS Web site. If you want us to 
notify you that we received your 
comments, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope or 
postcard or print the acknowledgement 
page that appears after submitting 
comments on-line. 

Privacy Act: Anyone is able to search 
the electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review the Department of 
Transportation’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume 
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78) or you 
may visit http://dms.dot.gov. 

Background 
Under 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e), 

the FMCSA may grant an exemption for 
a 2-year period if it finds ‘‘such 
exemption would likely achieve a level 
of safety that is equivalent to, or greater 
than, the level that would be achieved 
absent such exemption.’’ The statute 
also allows the agency to renew 
exemptions at the end of the 2-year 
period. The 29 individuals listed in this 
notice have recently requested an 
exemption from the vision requirement 
in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10), which applies 
to drivers of CMVs in interstate 
commerce. Accordingly, the agency will 
evaluate the qualifications of each 
applicant to determine whether granting 
the exemption will achieve the required 
level of safety.

Qualifications of Applicants 

1. Lee A. Burke 
Mr. Burke, age 46, has a corneal scar 

in his right eye due to a childhood 
injury. His best-corrected visual acuity 
in the right eye is 20/70 and in the left, 
20/15. Following an examination in 
2003, his ophthalmologist certified, ‘‘In 
summary, it is my medical opinion that 
Mr. Burke has very good vision with 
both eyes open. I have no concern about 
his abilities to safely operate a 
commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. Burke 
reported that he has driven straight 
trucks for 28 years, accumulating 
112,000 miles. He holds a Class D 
driver’s license from Wisconsin. His 
driving record for the last 3 years shows 
no crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

2. Barton C. Caldara 
Mr. Caldara, 37, has amblyopia in his 

right eye. His best-corrected visual 
acuity in the right eye is 20/150 and in 
the left, 20/20. His ophthalmologist 
examined him in 2003 and stated, ‘‘I 
believe Mr. Caldara has sufficient vision 
to perform the driving tasks required to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Caldara reported that he has driven 
tractor-trailer combinations for 13 years, 
accumulating 325,000 miles. He holds a 
Class ABCDM CDL from Wisconsin. His 
driving record for the last 3 years shows 
no crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

3. Terrance F. Case 
Mr. Case, 59, has amblyopia in his left 

eye. His best-corrected visual acuity in 
the right eye is 20/20 and in the left, 20/
200. Following an examination in 2003, 
his optometrist stated, ‘‘He has 
functioned normally all his life with 
this vision and in my professional 
opinion he has sufficient vision to 

perform the driving tasks required to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. Case 
submitted that he has driven straight 
trucks for 28 years, accumulating 
308,000 miles, and tractor-trailer 
combinations for 5 years, accumulating 
350,000 miles. He holds a Class A CDL 
from Maine. His driving record for the 
last 3 years shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV. 

4. Lawrence M. Daley 
Mr. Daley, 55, has had a central field 

defect in his left eye due to 
histoplasmosis since 1997. His best-
corrected visual acuity in the right eye 
is 20/20 and in the left, 20/150. 
Following an examination in 2003, his 
ophthalmologist certified, ‘‘In light of 
Mr. Daley having operated a commercial 
vehicle safely for the last 6 years with 
this condition, I feel he has sufficient 
vision to perform the driving tasks 
required to operate a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Daley reported that he has 
driven straight trucks for 3 years, 
accumulating 150,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 30 years, 
accumulating 300,000 miles. He holds a 
Class D driver’s license from South 
Carolina. His driving record for the last 
3 years shows no crashes or convictions 
for moving violations in a CMV. 

5. Allan Darley 
Mr. Darley, 44, has amblyopia in his 

left eye. His best-corrected visual acuity 
in the right eye is 20/20 and in the left, 
20/125. Following an examination in 
2003, his ophthalmologist stated, 
‘‘According to findings of my 
examination, I feel that he would, 
therefore, qualify to have sufficient 
vision to perform his driving tasks as 
required for operating a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Darley submitted that he 
has driven straight trucks for 23 years, 
accumulating 460,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 18 years, 
accumulating 360,000 miles. He holds a 
Class A CDL from Utah. His driving 
record for the last 3 years shows no 
crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

6. Charley Davis 
Mr. Davis, 50, lost his left eye due to 

an injury 30 years ago. His visual acuity 
in the right eye is 20/20. Following an 
examination in 2003, his optometrist 
certified, ‘‘In my opinion, due to his 
excellent visual acuity, good peripheral 
vision, and many years of driving 
experience, he has sufficient vision for 
driving a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Davis reported that he has driven 
tractor-trailer combinations for 29 years, 
accumulating 3.5 million miles. He 
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holds a Class A CDL from Oklahoma. 
His driving record for the last 3 years 
shows no crashes or convictions for 
moving violations in a CMV. 

7. Ray L. Emert 
Mr. Emert, 44, lost his left eye due to 

an injury in 1982. His visual acuity in 
the right eye is 20/20. Following an 
examination in 2003, his optometrist 
certified, ‘‘It is my opinion that Mr. 
Emert has sufficient and stable vision to 
perform any tasks needed to drive a 
commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. Emert 
reported that he has driven straight 
trucks for 9 years, accumulating 765,000 
miles, and tractor-trailer combinations 
for 8 years, accumulating 960,000 miles. 
He holds a Class AM CDL from 
Pennsylvania. His driving record for the 
last 3 years shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV.

8. Robin S. England 
Mr. England, 40, is blind in his left 

eye due to an accident at age 11. The 
visual acuity in his right eye is 20/20. 
His optometrist examined him in 2003 
and certified, ‘‘In my opinion, Mr. 
English has sufficient vision to perform 
the driving tasks required to operate a 
commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. England 
submitted that he has driven straight 
trucks and tractor-trailer combinations 
for 23 years, accumulating 1.2 million 
miles in the former and 2.9 million 
miles in the latter. He holds a Class A 
CDL from Georgia. His driving record 
for the last 3 years shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV. 

9. Jessie W. Ford 
Mr. Ford, 58, has a corneal scar in his 

right eye due to trauma 42 years ago. His 
visual acuity in the right eye is 20/200 
and in the left, 20/20. His optometrist 
examined him in 2003 and certified, ‘‘It 
is my medical opinion that Mr. Ford has 
sufficient vision to perform the driving 
tasks required to operate a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Ford reported that he has 
driven straight trucks for 39 years, 
accumulating 1.7 million miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 29 years, 
accumulating 1.5 million miles. He 
holds a Class A CDL from Louisiana. His 
driving record shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV during the last 3 years. 

10. Richard Hailey, Jr. 
Mr. Hailey, 48, is blind in his right 

eye due to an injury at age 9. His visual 
acuity in the left eye is 20/20. Following 
an examination in 2003, his 
ophthalmologist certified, ‘‘In my 
opinion, Mr. Hailey has sufficient vision 

to perform the driving tasks required to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Hailey reported that he has driven buses 
for 6 years, accumulating 84,000 miles. 
He holds a Class D operator’s license 
from the District of Columbia currently, 
but at the time of his application he 
held a Class B CDL, now expired. His 
driving record for the last 3 years shows 
no crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

11. Spencer N. Haugen 

Mr. Haugen, 55, has amblyopia in his 
right eye. The visual acuity in his right 
eye is 20/600 and in the left, 20/20. 
Following an examination in 2003, his 
optometrist stated, ‘‘In my opinion, he 
has sufficient vision to perform required 
driving tasks and has sufficient vision to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Haugen submitted that he has driven 
straight trucks and tractor-trailer 
combinations for 35 years, accumulating 
280,000 miles in the former and 2.1 
million miles in the latter. He holds a 
Class AM CDL from North Dakota. His 
driving record shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV during the last 3 years. 

12. Thomas R. Hedden 

Mr. Hedden, 49, lost his right eye due 
to an injury in 1956. His best-corrected 
visual acuity in the left eye is 20/20. 
Following an examination in 2003, his 
optometrist certified, ‘‘I certify in my 
medical opinion, Mr. Hedden has 
adequate vision in his left eye to allow 
him to operate a commercial vehicle 
safely.’’ Mr. Hedden reported that he 
has driven straight trucks and tractor-
trailer combinations for 30 years, 
accumulating 300,000 miles in each, 
and buses for 1 year, accumulating 500 
miles. He holds a Class A CDL from 
Illinois. His driving record for the last 
3 years shows no crashes or convictions 
for moving violations in a CMV. 

13. William G. Hix 

Mr. Hix, 49, lost his left eye due to an 
injury in 1994. His visual acuity in the 
right eye is 20/15. His optometrist 
examined him in 2003 and certified, ‘‘In 
my opinion, Mr. Hix does have 
sufficient vision to perform the driving 
tasks required to operate a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Hix reported that he has 
driven straight trucks for 25 years, 
accumulating 200,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 20 years, 
accumulating 80,000 miles. He holds a 
Class A CDL from Arkansas. His driving 
record for the last 3 years shows no 
crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

14. Robert V. Hodges 
Mr. Hodges, 53, has amblyopia in his 

left eye. His visual acuity in the right 
eye is 20/20 and in the left, 20/800. His 
ophthalmologist examined him in 2003 
and stated, ‘‘To summarize, I certify that 
Mr. Hodges has sufficient vision to 
perform the driving tasks required to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Hodges reported that he has driven 
straight trucks and tractor-trailer 
combinations for 32 years, accumulating 
320,000 miles in the former and 1.3 
million miles in the latter. He holds a 
Class A CDL from Illinois. His driving 
record shows no crashes or convictions 
for moving violations in a CMV during 
the last 3 years. 

15. Jay W. Jarvis 
Mr. Jarvis, 53, has amblyopia in his 

left eye. The best-corrected visual acuity 
in his right eye is 20/20 and in the left, 
20/100. His optometrist examined him 
in 2003 and stated, ‘‘At this time Mr. 
Jarvis has sufficient distance and 
peripheral field of vision to perform the 
driving tasks that he has been 
performing during the past nine and a 
half years. Mr. Jarvis’ driving record 
shows his ability to operate commercial 
vehicles without any 
contraindications.’’ Mr. Jarvis reported 
that he has driven tractor-trailer 
combinations for 18 years, accumulating 
1.8 million miles. He holds a Class A 
CDL from Florida. His driving record for 
the last 3 years shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV. 

16. George R. Knavel 
Mr. Knavel, 63, experienced a retinal 

detachment in his left eye at age 10. The 
visual acuity in his right eye is 20/15 
and in the left, hand motion. His 
ophthalmologist examined him in 2003 
and certified, ‘‘It is my medical opinion 
that he should be allowed to continue 
to drive commercially, and would 
request that you renew his operating 
license.’’ Mr. Knavel reported that he 
has driven straight trucks for 3 years, 
accumulating 75,000 miles, and tractor-
trailer combinations for 42 years, 
accumulating 4.6 million miles. He 
holds a Class A CDL from Utah. His 
driving record for the last 3 years shows 
no crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

17. John R. Knott, III 
Mr. Knott, 47, lost his right eye due 

to trauma at age 8. The visual acuity in 
his left eye is 20/20. Following an 
examination in 2003 his 
ophthalmologist stated, ‘‘I informed the 
patient that as long as he continues to 
turn his head to the right in order to 
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fully visualize objects to his right, that 
he should be able to continue to operate 
a commercial vehicle safely.’’ Mr. Knott 
reported that he has driven tractor-
trailer combinations for 21 years, 
accumulating 2.0 million miles. He 
holds a Class AM CDL from Maryland. 
His driving record for the last 3 years 
shows no crashes or convictions for 
moving violations in a CMV.

18. Duane R. Krug 
Mr. Krug, 59, has amblyopia in his left 

eye. His best-corrected visual acuity in 
the right eye is 20/20 and in the left, 20/
80. Following an examination in 2003, 
his optometrist certified, ‘‘I certify that, 
in my professional opinion, Mr. Krug 
has adequate vision to safely operate a 
commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. Krug reported 
that he has driven straight trucks for 11 
years, accumulating 275,000 miles. He 
holds a Class B CDL from Illinois. His 
driving record for the last 3 years shows 
no crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

19. Eric M. Moats, Sr. 
Mr. Moats, 34, lost his left eye due to 

an injury 27 years ago. His visual acuity 
in the right eye is 20/15. Following an 
examination in 2003, his 
ophthalmologist certified, ‘‘I see no 
difficulty in having this patient operate 
a commercial vehicle, since he has 
sufficient vision, color vision, and 
visual field.’’ Mr. Moats reported that he 
has driven straight trucks for 8 years, 
accumulating 260,000 miles. He holds a 
Class B CDL from Maryland. His driving 
record for the last 3 years shows no 
crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

20. Lester T. Papke 
Mr. Papke, 61, has amblyopia in his 

right eye. His best-corrected visual 
acuity in the right eye is 20/60 and in 
the left, 20/20. Following an 
examination in 2003, his optometrist 
stated, ‘‘In my opinion, this patient’s 
vision is stable and does not restrict him 
in the operation of a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Papke submitted that he 
has driven straight trucks for 20 years, 
accumulating 400,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 20 years, 
accumulating 1.0 million miles. He 
holds a Class A CDL from Montana. His 
driving record for the last 3 years shows 
no crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

21. Edward D. Pickle 
Mr. Pickle, 60, lost his left eye due to 

trauma at age 2. His best-corrected 
visual acuity in the right eye is 20/15. 
His optometrist examined him in 2003 
and stated, ‘‘From his past record and 

considering our findings, I would 
conclude that Mr. Pickle has sufficient 
vision to perform the driving tasks 
required to operate a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Pickle reported that he has 
driven straight trucks for 10 years, 
accumulating 250,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 10 years, 
accumulating 500,000 miles. He holds a 
Class AM CDL from Georgia. His driving 
record for the last 3 years shows no 
crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

22. Charles D. Pointer 
Mr. Pointer, 61, is blind in his left eye 

due to an injury at age 2. His best-
corrected visual acuity in the right eye 
is 20/20. Following an examination in 
2003, his optometrist certified, ‘‘Visual 
deficiency is stable and patient does 
have sufficient vision to perform driving 
tasks required for commercial vehicle.’’ 
Mr. Pointer reported that he has driven 
straight trucks and tractor-trailer 
combinations for 6 years, accumulating 
30,000 miles in the former and 600 
miles in the latter. He holds a Class A 
CDL from Georgia. His driving record 
for the last 3 years shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV. 

23. Richard A. Pruitt 
Mr. Pruitt, 46, has amblyopia in his 

left eye. His best-corrected visual acuity 
in the right eye is 20/20 and in the left, 
20/60. Following an examination in 
2003, his ophthalmologist certified, 
‘‘Our recommendation is that the 
patient should be able to drive a 
commercial vehicle well with use of 
glasses.’’ Mr. Pruitt reported that he has 
driven tractor-trailer combinations for 
18 years, accumulating 1.5 million 
miles. He holds a Class A CDL from 
Virginia. His driving record for the last 
3 years shows two crashes and no 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV. According to the police report for 
the first crash, another driver failed to 
stop before entering the roadway from a 
parking lot and struck Mr. Pruitt’s 
vehicle. The other driver was cited for 
‘‘reckless driving.’’ According to the 
police report for the second crash, Mr. 
Pruitt’s vehicle struck a cow. Mr. Pruitt 
was not cited in either crash. 

24. Kent S. Reining 
Mr. Reining, 30, has amblyopia in his 

right eye. His best-corrected visual 
acuity in the right eye is 20/100 and in 
the left, 20/15. Following an 
examination in 2003 his optometrist 
certified, ‘‘In my medical opinion, Kent 
Reining has sufficient vision to perform 
the driving tasks required to operate a 
commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. Reining 

submitted that he has driven straight 
trucks for 10 years, accumulating 35,000 
miles, and tractor-trailer combinations 
for 13 years, accumulating 910,000 
miles. He holds a Class A CDL from 
Illinois. His driving record for the last 
3 years shows no crashes and two 
convictions for moving violations—
speeding and ‘‘failure to obey a traffic 
sign’’—in a CMV. He exceeded the 
speed limit by 13 mph.

25. Bruce K. Robb 
Mr. Robb, 48, has amblyopia in his 

left eye. The visual acuity in his right 
eye is 20/20 and in the left, light 
perception. Following an examination 
in 2003 his optometrist certified, ‘‘It is 
my medical opinion Mr. Robb has 
sufficient vision to perform the driving 
tasks required to operate a commercial 
vehicle.’’ Mr. Robb submitted that he 
has driven straight trucks for 8 years, 
accumulating 320,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 10 years, 
accumulating 900,000 miles. He holds a 
Class A CDL from South Dakota. His 
driving record shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV during the last 3 years. 

26. James J. Rouse 
Mr. Rouse, 52, has amblyopia in his 

right eye. His best-corrected visual 
acuity in the right eye is counting 
fingers and in the left, 20/20. His 
ophthalmologist examined him in 2003 
and certified, ‘‘In my medical opinion, 
he has sufficient vision to continue 
driving commercial vehicles.’’ Mr. 
Rouse submitted that he has driven 
straight trucks for 32 years, 
accumulating 960,000 miles, tractor-
trailer combinations for 4 years, 
accumulating 80,000 miles, and buses 
for 13 years, accumulating 26,000 miles. 
He holds a Class A CDL from 
Pennsylvania. His driving record for the 
last 3 years shows no crashes or 
convictions for moving violations in a 
CMV. 

27. Ronald D. Ulmer 
Mr. Ulmer, 56, has amblyopia in his 

right eye. His best-corrected visual 
acuity in the right eye is count fingers 
and in the left, 20/20. Following an 
examination in 2003, his optometrist 
certified, ‘‘In my medical opinion, I do 
think that Ronald has sufficient vision 
to perform the driving tasks required to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Ulmer reported that he has driven 
straight trucks for 12 years, 
accumulating 480,000 miles. He holds a 
Class B CDL from Montana. His driving 
record for the last 3 years shows no 
crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 
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1 Production of 210,913 units between 06/13/00 
and 09/25/01.

28. Mitchell A. Webb 

Mr. Webb, 52, has amblyopia in his 
left eye. His best-corrected visual acuity 
in the right eye is 20/15 and in the left, 
20/400. His optometrist examined him 
in 2003 and stated, ‘‘In my opinion, Mr. 
Webb has sufficient vision to continue 
to perform the driving tasks required to 
operate a commercial vehicle.’’ Mr. 
Webb reported that he has driven 
straight trucks for 30 years, 
accumulating 900,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 20 years, 
accumulating 100,000 miles. He holds a 
Class A CDL from Virginia. His driving 
record for the past 3 years shows no 
crashes or convictions for moving 
violations in a CMV. 

29. Jerry L. Wilder 

Mr. Wilder, 39, lost the vision in his 
right eye due to trauma in 1984. The 
visual acuity in his left eye is 20/20. 
Following an examination in 2003 his 
ophthalmologist stated, ‘‘It is clear that 
Mr. Wilder has normal vision in the left 
eye, and I see no reason why he cannot 
drive safely using the mirrors that are 
the standard operating equipment in a 
truck/vehicle cab. It is clear that Mr. 
Wilder has been driving safely 
commercially for several years, and I 
feel that he is well adapted to continue 
to do so.’’ Mr. Wilder reported that he 
has driven straight trucks for 4 years, 
accumulating 376,000 miles, and 
tractor-trailer combinations for 11 years, 
accumulating 1.4 million miles. He 
holds a Class A CDL from California. 
His driving record for the last 3 years 
shows no crashes and one conviction for 
a moving violation —speeding— in a 
CMV. He exceeded the speed limit by 10 
mph. 

Requests for Comments 

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31315 
and 31136(e), the FMCSA requests 
public comment from all interested 
persons on the exemption petitions 
described in this notice. We will 
consider all comments received before 
the close of business on the closing date 
indicated earlier in the notice.

Issued on: December 12, 2003. 

Rose A. McMurray, 
Associate Administrator, Policy and Program 
Development.
[FR Doc. 03–31752 Filed 12–23–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–EX–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

Denial of Motor Vehicle Defect Petition, 
DP03–004

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Denial of petition for a defect 
investigation. 

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the 
reasons for the denial of a petition 
submitted to NHTSA under 49 U.S.C. 
30162, requesting that the agency 
investigate alleged increased vehicle 
stopping distance due to certain failures 
of the EC–17, Version 2.3 (EC–17), 
antilock braking system electronic 
control unit (ABS ECU) and the Dura 
Drain M–12 modulator (M–12), both 
manufactured by Bendix Commercial 
Vehicle Systems, LLC (Bendix). The 
petition is identified as DP03–004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Jonathan White, Office of Defects 
Investigation (ODI), NHTSA, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20590. Telephone: (202) 366–5226.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In June 
2003, Mr. Jing Tang (Petitioner) filed a 
petition for a defect investigation 
alleging that potential safety defects 
existed in both the EC–17, Version 2.3 
(EC–17), antilock braking system 
electronic control unit (ABS ECU) and 
the Dura Drain M–12 modulator (M–12), 
both manufactured by Bendix 
Commercial Vehicle Systems, LLC 
(Bendix). The Petitioner asserted that 
the defects in both components resulted 
in extended vehicle stopping distances. 
Both components are used in the 
pneumatic antilock braking systems of 
commercial type vehicles. The EC–17 is 
an electronic controller for the antilock 
braking system of large trucks, truck 
tractors and buses, while the M–12 is a 
modulator and relay valve combination 
used on large trailers. The Petitioner, a 
former staff control engineer with the 
Bendix Braking Control Group, cited his 
personal familiarity with the 
components as the basis for his 
allegations. 

The Petitioner contacted ODI in 
September 2002 to convey his concerns 
regarding these components. During the 
intervening months, prior to the 
submission of his petition, ODI 
monitored its consumer complaint 
database and attempted to follow up 
with possible complainants. 

After receiving the petition for a 
defect investigation, ODI reviewed and 
analyzed data and information from 

multiple sources that included material 
provided by the Petitioner, vehicle 
owner complaints contained within the 
NHTSA consumer complaint database, 
and information provided by Bendix in 
response to an ODI inquiry. 

EC–17 ECU Issue 

Background 
In July 2000, Bendix initiated a recall 

(NHTSA #00E–041) of the EC–17 1030R 
ECU primarily because the unit’s 
software was unable to differentiate 
false incoming signals. The controller’s 
interpretation of the signals activated 
the antilock feature, which extended 
braking distances under certain 
conditions. The EC–17 1030R was 
manufactured between November 3, 
1997 and August 16, 2000. 

At the time NHTSA was notified of 
the recall decision, Bendix reported that 
they had conducted an investigation 
and identified the underlying issues that 
prompted the action. The Bendix 
investigation concluded that the EC–17 
1030R controller was receiving ‘‘false’’ 
signals through the wheel speed sensor 
input. The controller was then 
interpreting these false signals as 
impending wheel lock-up. In response 
to the impending wheel lock-up 
interpretation, the controller would 
command the reduction of pneumatic 
pressure to the vehicle brake chamber at 
the affected wheel. Under such 
conditions, with the braking system 
antilock feature now activated, the 
vehicle could experience an extended 
stopping distance. 

Bendix identified two potential 
sources of the false wheel speed signals. 
The first source was identified as 
chafing to the wheel speed sensor wire 
due to contact with other moving or 
rotating components. The other source 
of aberrant signals was identified as 
damaged or displaced wheel 
components, such as tone rings. 

Bendix concluded that by itself, the 
EC–17 1030R controller was not 
defective, but in the presence of false or 
aberrant wheel speed signals, the 
controller lacked the sufficient software 
codes to differentiate these signals from 
otherwise valid signals. Beginning mid-
June 2000, Bendix introduced the EC–17 
Version 2.3,1 which contained software 
that adequately addressed the issue of 
wheel speed signal differentiation. The 
EC–17 Version 2.3 controller was 
introduced to replace the recalled EC–
17 1030R controllers. In addition, 
Bendix introduced the EC–30 in mid-
2001 to supercede the EC–17 series. As 
the EC–30 controller was introduced, it 
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